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FULL NAME

VISUVASAM SELVARAJ, S/o (Late) Mr. S. Viagappan and (Late) V. Maria Ranjidham

DATE OF BIRTH

04.01.1966 - Baptised in Our Lady of Guidance Church, R.A.Puram, Chennai- 8TH CHILD IN THE FAMILY
OF 9 CHILDREN. Eight sons and one daughter. As of now, five brothers have died.

SCHOOL EDUCATION

Class 1 to 5: Avvai Home, Adyar, Chennai

6th to 10th: Kumara Raja Muthiah School, Adyar, Chennai.

VOCATION PROMOTERS

Rev. Fr. Rayappa and Rev. (Late) Fr. Antonysamy, Parish Priests of Our Lady of Guidance Church,
Foreshore Estate, Chennai. (Late) Fr. Krupakaran, Parish Priest of Visitation Church, Abiramapuram,
Chennai, who helped to join the Diocese of Port Blair. | also gratefully remember Late Fr. Antonysamy
and Late Bishop Devotta for their help in choosing the Diocese of Port Blair.

MINOR SEMINARY

Entered St. Thomas Minor Seminary, Santhome, on 15th June, 1981 for the Diocese of Madras-
Mylapore

11th and 12th: Santhome Senior Secondary School, Chennai

2 Years Minor Seminary course in Chennai. Finished in April, 1985.

MAJOR SEMINARY

Three years Philosophy in Sacred Heart Major seminary, Poonamallee, Chennai

1985-1988 . . .
BA History from Madras University (correspondence) and B.Com (correspondance)
Opted for the diocese of Diocese in 1987. Arrived in Port Blair on 15th June, 1988.
June to October 1988 - Nirmala Boys Hostel under Fr. Peter Gomes, SFX, Fr. Devanand, SFX
and Fr. Michael Cruz, SFX
REGENCY November to December - St. Ignatius Church, Diglipur Under Fr. Vital Ekka, SJ

January to June 1989 - St. Thomas Church, Mayabunder Under Rev. Fr. Salu Fernandes, SFX
and Fr. Christopher Lakra, SFX

July to April 1990 - Our Lady of Rosary Church, Oralkatcha Under Fr. Peter Soares, SFX
and Fr. Custodio, SFX

MAIJOR SEMINARY

1990 — 1994, Four years of Theology in St. Albert’s College, Ranchi, Jharkhand

ORDINATION Ordained by Most Rev. Alex Dias, SFX, on 8th May, 1994 at St. Thomas Church, Mayabunder.
APPOINTMENTS
1994-1995 Asst. Parish Priest of Stella Maris Cathedral, In-charge of Nirmala Boys Hostel, Sagritara
Pre-Primary School, Chaplin for the Tamil Community and Asst. Diocesan Procurator.
1996-1997 Diocesan Procurator, In-charge of Diocesan Projects
1998 Asst. Parish Priest in Mayabunder
1999-2001 Studies in St. Peter's Pontifical Seminary - Masters in Canon Law
2001 - 2006 Diocesan Financial Administrator and Project In-charge
2005-2006 Director - Diocesan Social Service Centre
2006-2010 Parish Priest, St. Joseph Catholic Church, Katchal, Nancowrie Islands
2010-2013 Parish Priest, Stella Maris Cathedral, Port Blair
2014-2015 Rector, Our Lady of Vailankanni Shrine, Panighat, South Andaman, In-charge of Diocesan Projects
2015-2017 Diocesan Financial Administrator
2017-2018 Vicar General & Chaplin for Tamil Catholic Community.
1994-1999, 2001-2006,
2010-2018 Member of the Diocesan Consultors
2001 onwards Judicial Vicar/ Chancellor
9th January 2019
v Diocesan Administrator
onwards

29th June, 2021

Appointed Bishop of Port Blair

21st August, 2021

Episcopal Ordination

Principal Consecrator: Most Rev. Alex Dias, Bishop Emeritus of Port Blair
Co-Consecrators: Most Rev. Leopoldo Girelli, Apostolic Nuncio in India
: Most Rev. Felix Toppo, SJ., Archbishop of Ranchi




THE RITES FOR ORDINATION OF A BISHOP
Introductory Rites and Liturgy of the Word

1. When everything is ready, the procession moves through the Church to the altar
in the customary manner. The Altar Server, carrying the Gospel Book, and other
altar servers are followed by the Concelebrating Priests, then come the Bishop-
elect walking between the two assistant priest, the Ordaining Bishops, and last
the Principal Consecrator, with two assistant Assistant Priests close behind him.
On their arrival at the altar, all make the usual reverence and go to the places
assigned to each. The seating arrangement should clearly distinguish the

Bishops from the priests.

Meanwhile the entrance Psalm or hymn is sung.

2. The Mass is celebrated in the usual way until after the Gospel.
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All to Jesus | surrender,
All to Him | freely give;

| will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.

Refrain:

| surrender all, | surrender all;
All to Thee, my blessed Savior,
| surrender all.

All to Jesus | surrender,

Humbly at His feet | bow;

Worldly pleasures all forsaken,

Take me, Jesus, take me now.
All to Jesus | surrender, Make me,
Savior, wholly Thine;
Let me feel the Holy Spirit,

Truly know that Thou art mine.
All to Jesus | surrender,
Lord, | give myself to Thee;
Fill me with Thy love and power,
Let Thy blessing fall on me.

All to Jesus | surrender,

Now | feel the sacred flame;

Oh, the joy of full salvation’
Glory, glory, to His Name'
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ORDINATION - RITE

3. The ordination of a bishop begins after the Gospel. While all stand, the hymn,
IR, = IATHT Y8R is sung, or another hymn similar to it, depending on local
custom.

The Principal consecrator and the consecrating bishops, wearing their Mitres, go
to the seats prepared for the Ordination and sit.

The Bishop- elect is led by his assisting priests, to the chair of the Principal
consecrator, before whom he makes a sign of reverence.
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PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP-ELECT

4. One of the Priests addresses the Principal consecrator.

“fy AR fUdT, sl SO, UIE <R hollgAT &l dF Nided g b 3y 512y
BhTeN, f[AeaT T WodRToT Bl JHEeT—ANEH USTH B |
APOSTOLIC LETTER
5. The Principal Consecrator asks him:
T 3T I T BT BT MSIT—9= T 87?
He replies: &, 731 urd 2|

Consecrator: Ug g1 Sl |
Everyone sit while the document is read.
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CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE
After the reading, all Say: SR Pl YIAIG |

HOMILY

6. Then the Principal consecrator, while all are sitting, briefly addresses the Clergy,
the people, and the Bishop-elect on the duties of a Bishop. He may use these
words:

EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE

7. The Bishop-elect then rises and stands in front of the Principal Consecrator, who
questions him.

Consecrator : 980 QR T9I A BT & MR T8 AT <l 3 & b ST /TS gHIede ug
& forv faiferd 81 € S9! Sitd ST & ArEH 81, a9 o o8 &) 91di IR died—aTeld & SHd!
Sl 4 Dl HIGH 81 S |

31T, © ™R O 978, 7 31U 99 BRIVR &I o g8+ URal & urar iR R amuess /1
TR BT TP BH JMUDT AU dTel &, Tl SITAT BT BT I, SiTd 9X H4Teld & bl Hehod
P B?

Elect: H I8 Hded &Rl g |
Consecrator: T 377 TR BT GAATAR YRI SAFGR! I AR IR heAT Bl UfTSIT Bl &7

Elect: # 38 ufcr= a2 |

Consecrator: 31 Y fdzard o I |9 a7l &l S g9+ IRl 9§ urar g 3R o gfds
DHATRIAT FET—HIH TR Bl AT &, TG 3R Afdere = D1 Uil Hedl &7

Elect: # 38 ufcr= a1 & |

Consecrator: 37 39 HARTIT, WA & IRR BT AT B4 iR exfede—ai | 9 Ea URd
A= U & STRIEBNI G {07 & ARTDHR H W8+ TAT IAT HAIRIT A FYd Y&+ DI UfcTsi
PR 87

Elect: H Iz ufcr= s_ar g |
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Consecrator: &1 3 URT G YA & SIRNGBRI Fd UdT & Ul e vidd fa@m &1
AR 87

Elect: # IR % |

Consecrator: 371 370 U g1 fUTr Ia9 310 QRIT2d! 3R SUATSTH] b ATl §IAR DI TSl
DI GG B AR Ffdd BT AN fI@ Bl daR 87

Elect: # IR % |
Consecrator: &7 39 ¥ SR & 19 H TRIal, Rl iR J4T FRAsr ARl &l FergHfd
3R ST f&=aTT I UfTsi el 57

Elect: H Iz ufcr=it s=ar g |

Consecrator: 1 39 Hel TRATR Bl A8 WRIT Al B TAT DR AR Y9 & IR g &I gl
HRA BT G Ahed B 57

Elect: H I8 5 Hdhed a1 & |

Consecrator: 37 39 $I9R Bl Tl & oIy FR=R U1 & QiR dders R ol ot
UAT T8 &7 Haed o & b Tl DI 319 WR I &1 T HidhT = fHer?

Elect: $3R &1 Ha< A § I8 §¢ Hhod HRAT G |
Consecrator: ¥ $3eR, 59 39 H g YA BT AR a1, IH goid: FAT A1 Y |
INVITATION TO PRAYER

8. Then all stand, and the Principal Consecrator, without his Mitre, invites the
people to Pray:

fiRT TS AT 3IR T&A1, HARTIT BT AMATIHAT] G-I R D [Ty $IaR 1 59 AT T g foram 2 |
ﬁ@%%ﬁwmﬁaﬁ%&ﬁa@qwﬁ&ws??qwaﬁqu HUTGTAT H R
|

Assisting Priest : 89 g <o |

LITANY OF THE SAINTS

9. The Bishop-elect prostrates himself and, all kneel at their places.
|l 1 wfar faad

After the Litany, the Principal Consecrator (alone stands and) with hands joined,
sings Or says:
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Consecrator: g U¥ SR, BARI YT g : U9 §9 S bl QRIS HUT BI Yoidl Y& &R
3R g8 37U refidia | i UaT & | 89N U W & §INT |

All: 39 |

LAYING ON OF HANDS

10. All rise. The Principal Consecrator and the consecrating bishops stand at their
places, facing the faithful. The Bishop-elect rises, goes to the Principal
Consecrator and kneels before him.

The Principal Consecrator lays his hands upon the head of the Bishop-elect, in
Silence. After him, all the other bishops present do the same.

BOOK OF THE GOSPELS

11. Then the Principal Consecrator places the open Book of the Gospels upon the
head of the Bishop-elect; Two Assisting Priests, standing at either side of the
bishop-elect, hold the Book of the Gospels, above the head until the prayer of
consecration is completed.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

12. Next the Principal consecrator, with his hands extended over the Bishop-elect,
sings/says the prayer of consecration:

T YR, BN U UG W & a1, SU—41d IR &R ST Sared, T 10 F@eiem o Ifd
3 e & ﬁﬂﬁﬂ%aﬁwéaﬁ?@ﬁﬁ—@—@ﬁmaﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁféﬁ%lm
RHUTHTROT RIET §RT T U] BATIAT H B DI TR B : FATRH DI A< DI AN DI
ﬁwﬁawﬁgﬁﬁzﬁmﬁﬂzm Y= gfa= AfGR # FR=aR SUTAAT 81 X8+ & forq sreuedi v
gﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁﬁgﬁm S RS 3R™ H TS T X [Halfrdl gIRT ART TR 81 37T

(The following part of the prayer is recited by all the consecrating Bishops,
with hands joined:)

3afery 39+ g7 U 391 <19 WX 98 Gy I3 < ol g3 € 9 ygd a1 2, 98 A
m—mﬁmqﬁmﬁalﬁﬁﬁ@‘iﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁ?%ﬂ# Y W@ o IRaY By
far | aRal A a8 gyoir SR Afzar va & fag &R ore aY ufdd Fe—eare @eu
SAITIIT DI TATYT B |

(Then the Principal Consecrator continues alone)

T Wife fOdr, S gedi @ 9l 91l & 9T €, MUY 34 e @I, e
gATE i B & fueHl AR b g tNufds Yas & I gdrell w3
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feT—Ta TR AT A Y IR A AR BT Fofed qrRfad (aTe | 98 O ufds wefifRia o
e T AT R Iz T 89N Ul IRl SATg e 91 R |

Ufa= JATCHT BT 2ATHRT GIRT, TRT AT & 3TJdhel UTIEHT B & foIY, 75 HeIYRITad! DR
T | NGS B AI—HRI—IR BT [IART I§ TR ATQUTIRA B 3R ST AMBR A 0+ YRG! &1 faam
ST B TAR IE T F7 e |

ST TITHAT 3R HETERUT TR Y3 AG WA §IRT AU Teb FITHT AR BIIhR IUBR
WX eI U Ufas HeAlRT | A, dHed iR FHTeR el el & |

After the prayer of consecration, the Assisting Priests remove the Book of the
Gospels; the Principal Consecrator and the consecrating Bishops wearing their
Mitres, sit.

ANOINTING OF THE BISHOP'S HEAD:

13. The Principal Consecrator puts on a Linen gremial, takes the Chrism, and
anoints the Head of the Bishop, who kneels before him. He says:

Consecrator: fSTH S¥aR 7 MBI WRKT B GRIFSATS BT ATSH 91T 7, o] 39 SY0f IS
T Tl T W IS © 31N JAMUDT MeT D MMINdTg §RT Belgdd g1 |

PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK OF THE GOSPELS:

14. He then hands the Book of the Gospels to the Newly Ordained Bishop, saying:

Consecrator: JHAER—I] YT HITTY R SHIT I3 RSl F AW BY, SR BT ToT Yo
BIFTY |

Afterwards the deacon/Assisting Priest takes care of the Book of the Gospels.
INVESTITURE WITH RING, MITRE AND PASTORAL STAFF

15. The Principal Consecrator places the ring on the ring-finger of the new Bishop's
right hand, saying:

Consecrator: 59 3 ®I YU HIFGTY, ST fIear &l HIeR 2, 3R I dlh¥dl Ud §¢ fazara |
SYR DI GoAfed, UfdT HellRadT B &l HITSTT |

Thereafter the chief Consecrator places the Mitre on the Head of the New
Bishop, saying:

Consecrator: 39 f&RId &I T8 HITT | TS Siad | Ifa=dT BT Uerer @¥d, 5 | J&1
TSRY & 3T TR 3MY WAl BT IR e TR IR Fb |
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Lastly, he gives the pastoral Staff to the new Bishop, and says:

Consecrator: I8 JTHR—GS AOTT ST TSRY BT 99 8, IR S IHET Nas Bl /gdTodl
HIFTY T H HellRaT & TRIA o T IMTCHT MY gfee] fFryad f&ham @ |

SEATING OF THE BISHOP

16. All stand. The Principal Consecrator, invites the New Bishop to occupy the
Episcopal Chair.

KISS OF PEACE

17. The New Bishop then sets aside his staff and receives the kiss of peace
from the Principal Consecrator and all the other Bishops.

After the investiture rite and until the end of the ordination the Choir may
sing Ps. 96, or another appropriate song.
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Holy Mass is celebrated in the customary manner. The Creed is said. The
Prayers of the Faithful is Omitted.
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

18. The rite for the con-celebration of Mass 1s followed, the special form
of Hane Igitur:

- Eucharistic Prayer I11

TR, 37U A= U] BT, TAN gAee], ——— (TR <4 Had ) Rl 37t Ui
TR FHYT DT HAIRTAT H TSR & UG & oIy YD T80T fhar 7, |41 e,
AR IToTehadt GAT 9 Y41 R FHE AT3 BT Bl a2 3R UH H §& I&H Bl
HUT I |

39T AT
g 399X B dferd q4EA g 39X B Sferd 5
‘g’ﬂre?a%rtrrcrmq%}z qH & dd U9 ST @
B X & HA - 2 QT J&= B - 2
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STECTCTH SFH § 2 T Far B T - 2
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Concluding Rite

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING AND BLESSING

19. At the conclusion of the prayer after Communion the hymn "Te Deum' or

another similar hymn of thanksgiving is sung. Meanwhile, the New Bishop
is led by the consecrating Bishops through the Church, and he blesses the
congregation.

% P _FHAE_ HR

9 & THAE B ST G A T G
e = H S SR UM, Y S B




After the hymn, the New Bishop may stand at the chair with staff and
Mitre and gives his blessings.

SOLEMN BLESSING

20. Assisting Priest : $¥a1g TRMEIE &9 HRA & oT7 89 AR [ |
The New Bishop Prays the Prayer of Blessing..........

g U SR, T S SSRAT A 37T YT Bl &7 HRAT 3R TR A IHADT FHTeAT ¢ |
577 &8t T 1 Riefep T TSRA & Us W Fygad a1 &, S8 fddd BT AT UaT
PR | IADT XS FRR RIgal @ AN WR 31T 9¢ o1t TSR A2 31 | W’ O |

All: 38|

g SIR, AU Ay ¥ q g RTd any 9@ 39 excll IR S < © 1 S
HAHR & TR T TR IR B 7, SR HUGRE P 3R 59 dld H 84 Fedl 3R
FeRYerY Qi Uar o |

All: 389 |

g SR, T NG I gFIL B B B fory IndfTd fhar &, 39 Hadls & gRT H g
S U1 DR ey, | STl AT §99 S14 Hh Dl UH—ae GG ¢ a1 @ b H U Nae &l e
AERT YT X Ha, TAT NG 370+ TSRA DI UAYTT FRET BT 3IHT Bl 3T |

All; 38 |

U B TOMAR ST Fdld DY, FUI RUTarl bl IUANT Y qAT AU
ITTHER H AT AERIF 99 V8 | HIHI IR HAUIHRRT Side BT A S
U 81 QIR U faF oMU A1l Wil & ARG d |

All; 38 |

FALNITAT §3aR  TUQT + 3R GF + 3R ufd= ATHT + BT ATMR@lE SMIAN R I
3R H&T I 7 |

All: 35 |
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“, 39 99 I e A |
HIH B B THER &l AR
oIl g i g8 Seral
forerd & g2t |l T8 99 ol
CIRECEIRICAREREE IR LR DE
AN %, ARG, AR A &
A &9 SR HREVT F 519 I
8 G Ok B o) Ll B
JEREE FURIE SR ST Hl

s IX Erell Y & |

C__—% vy —~_9

"Rooted in the Word of God I lift
up my hand to the Triune God,

to grant me the generosity to
give my self to the people of God,

entrusted to my care, under the
guidance and protection of Our
Mother, Star of the Sea, like
Jesus who emptied Himself on
the Cross through proclamation
of the Word and celebration of
Eucharist.....
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